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“Third world NatioNns

resent those INn the
west who woulo
deny them thelr post
while claiming history

os theirown”?
- M Ozdogan

e QObjective: To examine how
archaeology has been used to aid
the creation of a national identity
within Turkey during times of
transition.

The Turkish Republic was formed in the wake of the
fallen Oftoman Empire.

26.07.1937: ‘the post—war reforms have been so
rapid...the Anatolian peasantry have been left
gasping’?

The creation of a national identity tbecame crucial
for the survival of a multi-ethnic Nnation iN the Near
East, and archoeclogy was one of the sfrongest
fools at Ataturiks disposal. Papers such as the
Turkish History Thesis and the Sun Languaoage
Theory heralded Turkey as the cradle of civilisation:
the product of many empires=

Excavation and the growth of museums such os
the Istanbul Archaeological Museum (1935) and the
Museum of Anatolian Civiisation (1g21) meant that
archoeclogy Nnot only furthered the creation of a
National identity lbut also lbecame a source of
NatioNndl pride

20.09.1980: ‘The true divide in Turkish national
1life has been the schism in it’s soul...the
fundamental question: "Who are the Turks?™+

The Question of Nnational identity has remained
central fo the development of the Turkish Republic
during times of fransifion of upheaval.

Archaeology haos also retained its high stafus,
Turkey is one of the only nations where a local
fradifion of archaeoclogy has developed?

 Obective: to anadlyse how Western perceptions of Turkish histfory can lbe examined through the

presentation of Western artefacts in museums.

Dumbarton. Oaks
Washinglon, DC

Dumbarfon Oaks is a museum dedicated to Byzantine Art.
Many of its items were collected oy 19" century Anfiquarians.

Room 54, of the museum is dedicated 1o Ancient Anatolia and
Uratu. There are also numerous classical finds from Turkey
throughout.

Der NMusewninsel

Derlin

The museums of the Museum Islond house Mmany
classical finds from Turkey including the Pergamon
Altar. There is also a section for Byzantine Art.

Many Western museums continue the frend of displaying Turkish artefacts through classical and Christion fitters. Litfle floor
space is dllocated to Anatolion prehistory or the history of the Iater Islomic and Offoman Empires.

Antalya Museuum

Sign photographed by Dr: Mork jackson

The Antalya museum guide infroduces Turkey as
aN uNaridged mosaic’ from East to West. The
nMuseum draws heavy attention o Western
smugdaling.; the sign pictured on the left, lbelow a
sarcophagus reaas: 7His frragment. Wwas smuggied
abroad offer licit excavanons’

Permits for foreign archoedlogists fel from 4,6-39
between 2000-12. Smuggling has instilled distrust
and the govermment is making iNncreasing demaonads
for the return of arfefacts fo the country®

e Objective: To examine the
emphasis placed upon heritage in
Turkish pailitics foday.

* Objective To examine how ancient
and modern sites and symiools
affect national ideclogies.

The Directorate for Religious Founaation has plans to convert the
Hagia Sophia in Tralbzon iNfo a Mosgue meaning that ifs historic
Christion architecture and iconography wil be covered. Maznhar
Yildirimhan, head of the directorate says that any building that was
once a Mosgue can Not be used for any ofher purpose”

The Hitfite Sun, a prehistoric symiool has lbeen the emblem for
Ankkara despite opjections from more conservative Islomic groupes.
This prehistoric symiool has now come to represent the idedlogies
of the Nation more than the prenhistoric civiisation from which it
originated?®

Arguments have also been made to iNclude the prenistoric sites of
Catahoyuk and Gobekli Tepe in the natfional Constitution as the
start of Turkish history? This is despite the Ministry of Tourism and
Cultures welbsite acknowledging that the 7urkish Period'loegan
following the conguests of 1,53.

o Conclusions and Discussion

The gpplication of idedlogies to blank symiools such as the Hiftite Sun can also
e owserved in a contemporary context: that of Taksim Sguare Estalished in
1030 Os A prestige project, bulding on Taksim Sguare has been a focus of

nManNy governments; the sguare was credted to affirm the existence of the

The treasures of Troy are displayed permanently
Nere Heinrich Schiiemann is celebrated, fhough
they admit that in the eagerness to get to Troy,
nMuch later archoeology was lost during the
excavation.

Hithite Sun photograph by Klaus
Peter-Simon (1000)

Turkish Repupblic and subseguent projects would reinforce paolitical
dominance® The recent protfests can therefore e seen as the people
rejecting the imposed ideology, and reclaiming a popular Nnational sentiment

Archoeological symiools and artefocts have different meanings when
presented by different cultures in a variety of confexts. Such meanings can e
appropriated to  alfer perceptions and balster National sentiment. There is a
Clear noftion of pride iN
and its relevance in the
remains.

archoeclogy within Turkkey,
guestion of identity sfill

The Taksim Square
Monument auring the
profests. Pholfograoh faken
by Yasemin Ozarsion

The Hogio Soohia in Istanbul
Phorogroph faken from
Bricdgrmaoneaucafioncom
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